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Fungi occur on plants throughout the world causing
diseases or just rotting them and, as such, are incredibly
important to humanity. The number of species of fungi on
plants ranges from 20,000 to 100,000 or more and is
undoubtedly much higher than already known, thus
determining which fungus is attacking a plant is difficult. In
addition, the scientific names of these fungi are often not
easy to determine without considerable knowledge.
One resource available to everyone for free exists on the
Internet at https://nt.ars-grin.gov/fungaldatabases) known
as the U.S. National Fungus Collections (USNFC)
databases. These data are continuously being updated as
new literature is published. Developed by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Agricultural Research Service,
U.S. National Fungus Collections, Beltsville, Maryland,
USA, these databases include about one-million records of
fungi reported on plants throughout the world. Most
records are based on published literature of which there
are about 70,000 literature citations at present. In addition
the over one-million specimens at the U.S. National
Fungus Collections have been databased and can be
searched at the same time. Finally most scientific names of
fungi are linked to a nomenclature record that provides the
accurate scientific name of each fungi along with its
synonyms.
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reported, the specimens in the U.S. National Fungus
Collections, and recent literature about this fungus. To
do this you enter the first four letters of the species name
i.e. oryz, or even the first four letters of the wrong name,
then select the name in which you are interested from
the list.

This article explains how to use these databases based on
examples. If you work with fungi on plants, you need to
use these databases if only to make sure that you are using
the correct scientific name for the fungus that you are
studying.
How to determine the correct scientific name for a
fungus on plants.
Having everyone in the world agree on what is the correct
scientific name of an organism greatly facilitates
communication about that organism whether it is a plant,
animal or fungus. A scientific name consists of a genus
and species with the author(s) of this name. For fungi a
major change from the past started in 2012 when fungi
with sexual and asexual morphs, previously named
differently, must now be referred by one scientific name.

The correct scientific name will appear even if you
search on a synonym as well as a list of the places where
this fungus has been reported, the host on which it was
reported, and the literature on which that report was
based. Finally a list will appear of the specimens of that
fungal species that are housed in the U.S. National
Fungus Collections.
How to determine the geographic distribution and host
range of a fungus or group of fungi on plants and/or in
one country
The complete geographic and host distribution of one
fungal species on plants or a group of fungi on one host
or from one country can be determined using the
USNFC databases by searching under Fungus-Host.
This is an easy way to determine, for example, the
species of ascomycetes that occur on rice in Sri Lanka.
Or you can see all of the reports of fungi on specific crop
plants in Sri Lanka. This would be helpful if one were
working to identify, for example, a rust fungus on one
host or developing a list of fungi on one host in Sri
Lanka.

Using the USNFC databases you can easily determine
what the correct scientific name for a fungus is, even
searching on the wrong name. To do this, go to the
Nomenclature section of the database and enter a fungal
name. The correct scientific name for that species will
appear in bold along with the name you searched. If you
click on that name, you will see the correct name and its
synonyms as well as additional information about that
fungus such as the disease it causes, a brief synopsis of it
hosts and geographic distribution, and important
literature about the fungus.
For example, the cause of rice blast is Pyricularia oryzae
Cavara. However, this fungus had been previously known
as Magnaporthe oryzae B.C. Couch and some literature
is published using that wrong name. If you search on the
old name Magnaporthe oryzae, the database will inform
you that the correct scientific name for the fungus causing
rice blast is Pyricularia oryzae. It will also tell you where
in the world rice blast occurs, what hosts is occurs on, and
important literature about it.

Conclusion
The USNFC databases were initially developed and
published as a hardcopy book that reported all of the
fungi on plants and plant products in the United States
(Farr et al. 1989). After this was completed, the US plant
quarantine organization asked if we could expand these
databases to include the entire world! After we stopped
laughing because this was an overwhelming project, we
were willing to accept funding to work on this project.
Now for the past thirty years, personnel at the USDAARS, U.S. National Fungus Collections have been
extracting reports of fungi on plant hosts from the
literature and entering it into their databases. In addition
a series of nomenclature specialists have worked to make
sure that these databases provide the correct scientific
names for fungi.

Quick search: How to determine almost everything
about fungi on plants
Quick search is an easy way to find out everything in the
databases about a fungus on plants. If you search under
Quick Search for the fungus that causes rice blast, i.e.
Pyricularia oryzae, you will receive information about the
scientific name of the fungus, all of its synonyms, where
it occurs in the world, all the hosts on which it has been
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Continued…
This was especially important after 2012 when the International Code of Nomenclature for algae, fungi and plants
was changed to allow only one scientific name for fungi.
Before that, many fungi had two or more scientific names for sexual and asexual morphs. That process is complete
and the USNFC databases have been updated to reflect those changes providing accurate scientific names for all
fungi on plants.
At present the contents of the USNFC databases are too voluminous to print in a hard copy similar to Farr et al.
(1989). Also they are updated on a daily basis so a book would be out of date before it was printed. Instead all the
data on fungi on plants are available over the Internet at https://nt.ars-grin.gov/fungaldatabases for anyone to use any
time.
Literature cited:
Farr, D.F., Bills, G.F., Chamuris, G.P., and Rossman, A.Y. 1989. Fungi on Plants and Plant Products in the
United States. American Phytopathological Society, St. Paul, Minnesota, 1252 pages.
For questions or comments, contact: Amy Y. Rossman, Ph.D., Research Leader (retired), Mycology Laboratory,
About the Guest writer…
now at: amydianer@yahoo.com
Dr. Amy Y. Rossman was the former Research Leader

Amy Y. Rossman in an “Oral History of Mycology”
Session: Picture Credit –Mycological Society of America

of Systematic Mycology and Microbiology Laboratory,
and Director of the US National Fungus collection
(BPI) United States Department of AgricultureAgriculture Research services, Beltsville, Maryland,
USA until the end of May 2014 and later affiliated to
the Oregon State University. Dr. Rossman’s major
contribution in the fields of mycology and plant
pathology is the leadership given in the transformation
of USA National Fungus collection into a modern
electronic database of fungi. Dr. Rossman has an
outstanding record in the research in systematics of
fungi, with a significant contribution for the Ascomycete
orders Hypocreales and Diaporthales. She has played a
leading role in setting up lists of genera and fungal
species names to be conserved in the transformation
towards one scientific name for pleomorphic fungi. In
2014, Dr. Rossman awarded the Josef Adolf von Arx
Award by CBS-KNAW Fungal Biodiversity Centre for
her outstanding contribution to taxonomic research of
fungal biodiversity, marking a distinguished career in the
field of mycology.
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The next major accomplishment of SLAMPP was the
initiation and launching of the SLAMPP Newsletter
which had been a long term wish of the Society. The
first Newsletter was published online in July 2019. The
Committee has decided to have two issues of the
newsletter which is to contain news on Plant pathology,
Mycology and upcoming events of the Society per year.
Plant Health 2019 symposium held on 30th August
2019. The symposium was a success with about 100
participants, including 22 presenters and other invitees.
There were 17 oral presentations and 6 posters
included in 4 successive sessions. Considering the
outstanding contribution to the fields of Plant Pathology
and Mycology, Professor Ravi Wijesundera was
awarded honorary membership of the Society at the
Symposium. The SLAMPP symposium is to be a
biannual event hereafter.

SLAMPP Secretary’s Annual Report 2018/19

The executive committee of the Sri Lanka Association for
Mycology and Plant Pathology (SLAMPP) was appointed
at the AGM held on 25th July, 2018 at the Botany New
Lecture Theatre of the Faculty of Science, University of
Peradeniya. The newly appointed president, Dr. G. D.
Sinniah addressing the membership stated that the
immediate actions needed to be taken up by the new
committee were to increase membership and give more
publicity to the Association. The official website of the
SLAMPP was also launched at the AGM. However, as it
was hosted in the University of Peradeniya domain, access
was found to be limited. As such the official SLAMPP
website was hosted in a paid public domain with access to
all in with the web address: https://slampp.org.lk in January,
2019. The website was also updated to include news of the
AGM, photographs and contact details of committee
members and major events related to plant pathology
where SLAMPP had taken part.
The official letterhead of the Society to include the
appointed executive committee and the official SLAMPP
logo was prepared and initially used in April 2019 to
publicize “Plant Health 2019- the first national symposium
of the SLAMPP’.

5

Issuing official certificates of membership (with a
membership number) to all categories of members was
also done at the symposium.
We are happy to note that the membership of the
society has increased to 65 with 8 Regular, 26 Life and
31 Student members.
An event to look forward to in 2020- the Year of Plant
Health proclaimed by the United Nations is the “IPS
7th International Conference on “Phytopathology in
Achieving UN Sustainable Development Goals”,
which is to be held in New Delhi India from 16th to 20th
January 2020. This is organized by the Indian
Phytopathological Society and SLAMPP has been
invited to be a partner co-organizing this event.
Thank you and I look forward your continued and
unstinted support in future activities of SLAMPP.
Dr. K.O.L. Chathurika Karunanayake
Secretary SLAMPP (2018-2020)

PLANT HEALTH 2019 –SLAMPP symposium
Theme: "Ensuring safer plant produce for human consumption"

The National Symposium on “Plant Health 2019” was held on August 30th, 2019 at the Oak Ray Regency hotel,
Deveni Rajasinghe Mawatha, Kandy with the participation of over 100 Plant Pathologists, Mycologists,
distinguished guests, Heads of Institutions and Departments, academics, researchers and research students from
Agricultural, Horticultural Institutions and Universities from various parts of the country. The symposium was
organized by the Sri Lanka Association for Plant Pathology and Mycology.
Professor Upul Dissanayake, the Vice-Chancellor of University of Peradeniya was the Chief Guest while Dr.
W.M.W. Weerakoon, Director General, Department of Agriculture, Sri Lanka was the Guest of Honor at the
Opening Ceremony.
The theme of the Symposium was “Ensuring safer plant produce for human consumption”. This is the first
symposium ever to be held in Sri Lanka in Plant Health, and only the second Symposium concerned with Plant
Pathology held in the country. The symposium coincided with the United Nation’s declaration of the year 2020
as the “International year of Plant Health”.
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Plant Health 2019 continued...
Professor Saman Seneweera, the Director, National Institute of Fundamental Studies (NIFS) and former
Professor, University of Southern Queensland, Honorary Prof University of Melbourne, Australia and
Adjunct Professor of Ruhuna University, delivered the Keynote address. The speech focused on the
understanding and the impact of climate stress on the physiological processes of plants aiming at mitigating
stress and improving quality and crop yield potential. Dr. Jayantha Senanayake, the Director, Rice Research
and Development Institute of Sri Lanka delivered a plenary lecture. The symposium proceedings continued
over three sessions with a total of 24 oral/poster presentations.
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Symposium Proceedings
A special issue of the Ceylon Journal of Science, devoted to Plant Health 2019, will be published in 2020.

Symposium Proceedings
A special issue of the Ceylon Journal of Science, devoted to Plant Health 2019, will be published in 2020. The
presenters at the Symposium are expected to submit a manuscripts based on their presentation. The manuscripts
are required to be prepared in accordance with the guidelines given in the Ceylon Journal of Science website.
And should be submitted through SLAMPP.

Why Plant Pathology?
Plant diseases pose a serious and continuing threat to crop security, food safety, biodiversity and biosecurity for
agriculture producing countries. Understanding the source and the dissemination of inoculum and the infection
process have important implications on disease control and risk management. The emergence of new infectious
diseases and spread of plant pathogens over different geographical locations has become a major concern for
plant biosecurity. Most of have experienced many new diseases being introduced in to the country quite regularly
within a span of our lifetime.

Country’s long history
Sri Lanka has a long history of Plant Pathological investigations, commenced following the incidence of first
plant disease of highly destructive nature in Ceylon, the coffee rust in 1867 which ravaged the then flourishing
coffee cultivation in the hill country. This led to abandoning the coffee cultivation in the highlands and the
beginning of tea cultivation in Ceylon. The pioneering efforts by British Scientists to study coffee rust disease,
though late, were highlights in the annals of Plant Pathology. This led to the birth of Plant Pathology in the
country, opening the first chapter on plant disease investigations and laying foundation for Tropical Plant
Pathology.

Felicitation of an eminent Professor
One of the highlights of the symposium was the felicitation of an eminent Plant Pathologist, Professor Ravi
Wijesundera who contributed to the subject area immensely by numerous ways.
Prof. Ravi Wijesundera started his career as a Probationary Assistant Lecturer in Botany, University of Colombo.
He was awarded the Doctor of Philosophy by the Bristol University, UK and appointed as the Chair Professor
of Plant Pathology In 1997.
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He has been a dedicated teacher and researcher, taught numerous courses from Plant Pathology, Mycology and
Microbiology to Plant Anatomy.
His research focused on diverse areas of Plant Pathology and Mycology, investigated diseases in fruit and plantation
crops, bioactive fungal metabolites and macro-fungi in the dry zone. He trained over 20 students towards M,Phil.
and Ph.D degrees in Plant Pathology and Mycology, coordinated an M.Sc. program in Plant Pathology at the
Colombo University; won numerous Awards & honors, including Presidential Awards for Excellence in Research
in successive years, NRC Merit and SUSRED award. Prof. Wijesundera has 106 research publications to his name,
and made 68 communications. h-index of 23 with 2600 citations.
Prof. Wijesundera held many academic positions in the University, the Head of the Department of Plant Sciences,
the Dean, Faculty of Science and the Acting Vice-Chancellor. He retired in 2019 as a Senior Professor. Overall,
his contribution to Plant Pathology, Mycology, the University and the country as a whole has been immense and
truly outstanding.
Prof. Wijesundera was awarded honorary membership of the Sri Lanka Association for Mycology and Plant
Pathology. Prof. Sulochana Wijesundera received the award from Dr. Ganga Sinniah, the President of the
Association on behalf of Prof Ravi Wijesundera (Picture below). SLAMPP extend Prof. Wijesundera warm wishes
for a very happy retirement.
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Highlights of Plant Health 2019
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Highlights of Plant Health 2019
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Annual General Meeting of SLAMPP – 2019
The 3rd Annual General Meeting of the Sri Lanka Association for Mycology and Plant Pathology (SLAMPP)
was held on 12th of November 2019 at the New Lecture Theater, Department of Botany, University of
Peradeniya. In absence of the president of SLAMPP, Dr. G. D. Sinniah at the AGM due to her health
conditions, the Vice President, Dr. D. S. Manamgoda chaired the meeting. The Annual report was presented
by the Secretary, Dr. Chathurika Karunanayake, and the detailed financial report was tabled by Treasurer,
Prof. Malkanthi Daundasekara. SLAMPP web developer Mr. Mapa Wakkumbura was recognized for his
contribution for the updating and continuous monitoring of the SLAMPP website.
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SLAMP co-organizes the 7th International Conference by Indian Phytopathological
Society (IPS), on “Phytopathology in Achieving UN Sustainable Development
Goals”
DATE: JANUARY 16-20, 2020
VENUE: ICAR-IARI, NEW DELHI, INDIA
We are pleased to announce that SLAMPP co-organizes the 7th International Conference on “Phytopathology in
Achieving UN Sustainable Development Goals” at ICAR-Indian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI), New
Delhi, India, during January16-20, 2020. The IPS, SLAMPP along with 12 most prominent plant protection
societies/institutions will join hands to celebrate 2020 as the International Year of Plant Health (IYPH) and planned
to bring the plant pathologist from around the world on a common forum to discourse the issues related to plant
pathogens, the disease they cause, the threat they pose to global agriculture and method & strategies to combat
them. On behalf of SLAMPP as co-organizer, we look forward your participation and represent Sri Lanka in the
Conference to make it a great success.
Conference Home Page: https://ipsconf2020.com/
IMPRTANT DATES
Abstract Submission (open): September 01, 2019
Abstract Submission (closed): November 30, 2019
Acceptance of Abstract: Within 10 days of submission of abstract
Early Bird Registration: September 01 2019 to November 15, 2019
Registration (with late fee): November 16, 2019 to December 31, 2019
Spot Registration: January 16-20, 2020
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Greetings from SLAMPP to the new
Executive Committee of Asian
Mycological Association (AMA)!
The Mycological Society of Japan (MSJ) sponsored the Asian Mycological Congress (AMC-2019) which was
successfully held at Mie, Japan 1- 4 in October, 2019. The AMA has now announced the newly appointed
committee for the next term from October 2019 until August 2023. The President of SLAMPP and the
executive committee congratulate the newly appointed president, Prof. Dr. Saisamorn Lumyong and the
executive committee of AMA for their future endeavors.

Chairperson: Prof. Dr. Saisamorn Lumyong (Thailand)
Vice-Chairperson: Prof Hyang Burm Lee (Korea)
Vice-Chairperson: Prof Cai Lei (China)
General Secretary: Prof. Dr. Kevin D. Hyde (Thailand)
Regional Representatives
1. Australasia - Peter Buchanan
2. Bangladesh - Amin Uddin
3. Cambodia - Sophea Kean
4. China - Cai Lei
5. Hong Kong - Alvin Tang
6. India - Mondem Sudhakara Reddy
7. Indonesia - Iman Hidayat
8. Iran - Rasoul Zare
9. Israel - Oded Yarden
10. Japan - Chihiro Tanaka
11. Korea - Hyang Burm Lee
12. Kuwait - Azza A.AlMusallam
13. Laos - Phongeun Sysouphanthong
14. Malaysia - Vikineswary Sabaratnam
15. Mongolia - Tsetseg Baljinova
16. Myanmar - Thida W. Ko Ko
17. Nepal - (Need new representative)
18. Oman - Abdullah M. Al-Sadi
20. Pakistan - Mubashar Raza
21. Philippines - Thomas Edison E. dela Cruz
22.Qatar - Clement Tsui
23. Russia - Bukharova Nadezhda
24. Saudi Arabia - Ali Hassan Abdulrahman Bahkali
25. Singapore - Amy Mei Fun Choong
26. Sri Lanka - Dhanushka Udayanga
27. Taiwan - Sung-Yuan Hsieh
28. Thailand - Saisamorn Lumyong
29. Uzbekistan - Yusufjon Gafforov
30. Vietnam - Hoang ND Pham
Source: https://asianjournalofmycology.org/pdf/AMA%20Representatives%202019.pdf
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Student Spotlights: Sri Lankan undergraduate wins oral presentation award at the
Annual Scientific meeting of Mycological Society of America – 2019
Indunil Subodhini Herath, a final year student of the Department of Botany, University of Sri Jayewardenepura
presented her undergraduate research project at the Annual Meeting of Mycological Society of America (MSA)
which was held at Graduate Hotel, Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA from August 10th-14th 2019. Indunil won the
“Best undergraduate oral presentation” award at the above meeting among the competitive undergraduate
participants, primarily from US universities and representatives from other continents across the globe. She was
well appreciated for her presentation delivered at the MSA meeting on “Morphology and molecular phylogeny
of foliar fungal pathogens isolated from cultivated rubber (Hevea brasiliensis) trees in Sri Lanka” by the
audience. In addition, Indunil was awarded with Everett S. Luttrell mentor-student travel award by the
Mycological Society of America for her achievement and progress in her research, which was partially funded
for her travel to the USA. Indunil completed her Bachelor’s degree in Microbiology, with a First Class Honors
in September 2019 from the Department of Botany and the above research project was carried out under the
supervision of Dr. Dimuthu S. Manamgoda, Department of Botany, Faculty of Applied Sciences and cosupervised by Dr. Dhanushka Udayanga, Department of Biosystems technology, Faculty of Technology.

Visit Bibliographies of MSA award winners 2019:
https://msafungi.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/LISA_0912_MSAAWARDS-2019-Save-8.pdf
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Feature Article

Bird’s Nest Fungi
By Shaneya Miriyagalla
University of Sri Jayewardenepura
To spot certain bird’s nests, tree tops aren’t the place
to look for?. Sometimes, in forest floors on decaying
wood, inconspicuous mycological wonders lie utterly
unnoticed. One such Basidiomycete group, which
strays way off from the usual “cap and stipe” cliché of
mushrooms, is the “Bird’s Nest Fungi”. Included
within the family Nidulariaceae, the genera Cyathus,
Crucibulum, Mycocalia, Nidula, and Nidularia are
basically categorized under “bird’s nest fungi”. The
curious form and absurdity of their fruiting bodies
which resemble tiny bird’s nests, makes them one of
the most fascinating groups of fungi in nature.
The ‘peridium’ or the cup/nest structure is usually
around 1 cm tall and is sometimes shaggy outside (Eg:
Cyathus, Nidula). A thin outer covering known as the
‘epiphragm’ covers the peridium when young. These
miniature versions of “bird’s nests” come with their
own minute version of “eggs” referred to as
‘peridioles’. These are trilayered egg/lentil shaped
structures that are stacked inside and carry
basidiospores born on basidia. Peridioles are
connected to the peridium with the aid of a ‘funicular
cord’ that usually stays condensed within a ‘purse’.
Free end of this cord forms an adhesive pad called the
‘hapteron’ and joins with the inner peridium.
These tiny bird’s nests are not just about the looks as
they are in fact functional.
Martin (1927) discussed for the first time how the
peridium functions as a splash cup to disperse the
peridioles. When raindrops splash on the cup,
peridioles are ejected out and upon contact with a
substrate (usually foliage) the funicular cord unravels
and entangles with it.

Fig 2. Bird nest fungi growing on decaying wood.

Peridioles stick to substrates by the sticky hapteron,
where the basidiospores are eventually released
once the peridium breaks down.
As much as these fungi are incredibly fascinating,
some of them were discovered to possess rather
important bioactive compounds that have
medicinal and biocontrol properties. Many studies
have revealed the ability of Cyathus spp. in
controlling several soil borne plant pathogenic fungi
including
Fusarium
spp.
and
Pythium
aphanidermatum through antagonism (Sutthisa,
2018). Bird’s nest fungi were also reported to be
particularly effective degraders of lignocellulosic
material, proving to be potential candidates for
industrial use in bio pulping, animal feed industry,
etc. (Sethuraman,1998).
References
Martin, G. (1927). Basidia and Spores of the
Nidulariaceae. Mycologia, 19(5), pp.239-247.
Sethuraman, A., Akin, D., Eisele, J. and Eriksson, K.
(1998). Effect of aromatic compounds on
growth and ligninolytic enzyme production of
two white rot fungi & Ceriporiopsis
subvermispora; and Cyathus stercoreus;.
Canadian Journal of Microbiology, 44(9),
pp.872-885.
Sutthisa, W. (2018). Biological Control Properties of
Cyathus spp. to Control Plant Disease
Pathogens. Journal of Pure and Applied
Microbiology, 12(4), pp.1755-1760.

Fig 1. Bird nest fungi growing on decaying wood.

Picture Credit: Shaneya Miriyagalla
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Secondary metabolism
in Trichoderma –
Chemistry meets
genomics

Surviving in a Hostile
World: Plant Strategies
to Resist Pests and
Diseases
A review by Samuel W. Wilkinson et al. titled "
Surviving in a Hostile World: Plant Strategies to
Resist Pests and Diseases" was published online
on August 2019 by
Annual Reviews of Phytopathology.
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-phyto-082718095959

A review by Susanne Zeilinger et al. titled
“Secondary metabolism in Trichoderma –
Chemistry meets genomics" was published online
on June 2019 by Fungal Biology Reviews.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.fbr.2016.05.001
The abstract is as follows:-

The abstract is as follows:-

Species of the genus Trichoderma inhabit diverse
environments and undergo a variety of interactions
with different other organisms. Mycoparasitic
Trichoderma species are successfully applied as
bio-fungicides due to their plant-protecting abilities
and they are prolific producers of secondary
metabolites which comes along with an enrichment
in secondary metabolism-associated genes in their
genomes. The objective of this article is to review
the secondary metabolites produced by
Trichoderma spp. along with a comprehensive
overview of their genomic content for genes and
gene clusters being involved in secondary
metabolite biosynthesis. We discuss the bioactivity
of selected Trichoderma-derived secondary
metabolites with a focus on their roles in the
interactions of Trichoderma with plants and fungal
preys and give an overview on methods for
secondary metabolite profiling.

As primary producers, plants are under constant
pressure to defend themselves against potentially
deadly pathogens and herbivores. In this review,
we describe short- and long-term strategies that
enable plants to cope with these stresses. Apart
from internal immunological strategies that involve
physiological and (epi)genetic modifications at the
cellular level, plants also employ external strategies
that rely on recruitment of beneficial organisms.
We discuss these strategies along a gradient of
increasing timescales, ranging from rapid immune
responses that are initiated within seconds to
(epi)genetic adaptations that occur over multiple
plant generations. We cover the latest insights into
the mechanistic and evolutionary underpinnings of
these strategies and present explanatory models.
Finally, we discuss how knowledge from short-lived
model species can be translated to economically
and ecologically important perennials to exploit
adaptive plant strategies and mitigate future
impacts of pests and diseases in an increasingly
interconnected and changing world.
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HOW TO BECOME A MEMBER OF The nomination shall be announced at the
Annual/Biennial General Meeting, and election
SLAMPP?
shall then be by ballot.
The President of The Association shall present
Honorary Members with membership certificates at
a social function held during the Symposium.

For those who are interested in SLAMPP and its
activities, and would like to become part of national
community who are engaging in scientific,
educational and community relations of Mycology
and plant pathology can become a member of the
team.

Application can be obtained at: http://slampp.org.lk
and by email through slampp@gmail.com
Note: Each application will be individually
considered by the Executive Committee and the
decision of the Executive Committee will be
informed to the successful applicants who will
become a member upon payment of the
appropriate membership fee. Individual members
are entitled to receive SLAMMP Newsletter and
attend or participate fully in the meetings, symposia,
conferences and any other activity organized for
membership by the SLAMPP.

Eligibility
(i)
Regular member
Any person possessing at least a bachelor's degree
from a recognized University in Biological,
Agricultural Sciences, Mycology, Plant Pathology
or any related discipline or Equivalent
qualifications is eligible for Regular Membership.
(ii)
Affiliated Member
Any person or a group of persons associated with
Mycology and Plant Pathology or a related
discipline or activity and deemed acceptable to the
Association on the grounds of training, experience
or position is eligible for Affiliated Membership.

Membership/Subscription fees (for 2020)

(iii)
Student Member
Bona fide postgraduate students in Mycology, Plant
Pathology or a related discipline, who are not
employed on a full-time basis, may apply for
student membership. Membership should be
renewed on an annual basis. Applications must be
accompanied by appropriate documentation
certified by the Head of the Department of the
University/Sectional Head of the Institution.

Regular/Associate Member

Rs. 1000/=

Life member

Rs. 5000/=

Student Member

Rs. 500/=

Payment of membership fee: Remit money at the Bank
of Ceylon, Peradeniya Branch Account No. 8372739
and attach the scanned copy of the deposit slip and send
to slampplk@gmail.com. Cheques written in favor of "Sri
Lanka Association for Mycology and Plant Pathology’
must be sent to the Treasurer/SLAMPP.

(iv)
Honorary Member
Any member of the Association may nominate a
person for election as an Honorary Member on the
grounds of an outstanding contribution to
Mycology, Plant Pathology or to the Association.
Written nominations, proposed and seconded by
two members, must be submitted to the Secretary,
SLAMPP giving sufficient time before the
Annual/Biennial General Meeting to allow
inclusion in the agenda.
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UPCOMING INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES
Indian Phytopathological Society 7th International
Conference on “Phytopathology in Achieving UN
Sustainable Development Goals”
16 January – 20 January, 2020
New Delhi, India
Website: http://ipsdis.org/

Asian Conference on Plant Pathology: Importance and
Impact of Global Plant Health
15 September -18 September, 2020
Tsukuba International Congress Center, Ibaraki, Japan
Website: https://iapps2010.me/2019/02/05/asianconference-on-plant-pathology-2020/

45th Annual Conference of the Nigerian Society for
Plant Protection
15 March -19 March, 2020
University of Uyo, Main campus, Akwa Ibom, Nigeria
Website: http://nsppnigeria.org/

International Plant Health Conference "Protecting Plant
Health in a changing world
5October-8 October, 2020
Paasitorni Conference Centre, Helsinki, Finland
Website:
https://www.ippc.int/en/iyph/chronology/internationalconference-on-plant-health/

16th Congress of the Mediterranean Phytopathological
Union
23 March -27 March, 2020 Limassol, Cyprus
Website: http://cyprusconferences.org/mpu2020/

13th Arab Congress of Plant Protection1
November -6 November, 2020
Le Royal Hotel, Hammamat
Website: https://acpp-aspp.com/

7thInternational Bacterial Wilt Symposium
29 March -3 April, 2020
Montevideo, Uruguay
Website: http://7ibws2020.fq.edu.uy/
7thInternational Congress of Nematology
3 May-8 May, 2020 Antibes Juan-les-Pins, France
Website:
https://www.alphavisa.com/icn/2020/index.php

X International Postharvest Symposium
9 November -13 November, 2020 Rotorua, New
Zealand
Website:
https://www.scienceevents.co.nz/postharvest2020

14th International Conference on Plant Pathogenic
Bacteria
7 June -12 June, 2020 Assisi, Italy
Website: http://www.icppb2020.com/

11th Australasian Soil borne Diseases Symposium
24 November - 27 November, 2020
Cairns, Queensland, Australia
Website: http://asds2020.w.yrd.currinda.com/

Joint 18th International Botrytis Symposium &
17thInternational Sclerotinia Workshop
8 June -12 June, 2020 Avignon, France
Website: https://colloque.inra.fr/botrytis-sclerotinia2020

12th International Congress of Plant Pathology
(ICPP2023)
20 August -25 August, 2023 Lyon, France
Website: http://asds2020.w.yrd.currinda.com/

4th International Conference on Global Food Security
16 June-19 June, 2020
Montpellier, France
Website:
http://www.globalfoodsecurityconference.com/

2020 Meeting of the Mycological Society of America
July 19-22, 2020
The University of Florida in Gainesville, Florida
Website: https://msafungi.org/2020-call-symposiaworkshop/

Plant Health 2020–APS Annual Meeting
8 August-12 August, 2020 Denver, Colorado, USA
Website:
https://www.apsnet.org/meetings/annual/planthealth20
20/Pages/default.aspx

2nd International Congress on Biotechnology of
Medicinal Plants and Mushrooms
August 27th, 2020 to August 28th, 2020
Turkey

19

Contact SLAMPP…
President
Dr. Ganga Devi Sinniah
Senior Research Officer
Tea Research Institute
Talawakelle
+94773650276
gdsinniah@gmail.com

Secretary
Dr. K.O.L.C. Karunanayake,
Senior Lecturer
Department of Botany
The Open University of Sri Lanka
2nd floor, Science and Technology building
Nawala, Nugegoda.
+94112881269
kokar@ou.ac.lk

Treasurer
Dr.W.A.M. Duandasekera
Senior Lecturer
Department of Botany
University of Peradeniya
Peradeniya
+94812394526
malkanthid@pdn.ac.lk

Editor
Dr. S.D. Udayanga,
Senior Lecturer
Department of Biosystems Technology
Faculty of Technology
University of Sri Jayewardenepura, No 616,
High Level road
Wijerama, Nugegoda.
+94112881663
+97711776435
dudayanga@sjp.ac.lk
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Official Visual Identity of International Year of Plant health — Courtesy: International Plant Protection Convention Secretariat, Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
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